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® Portable Aerosol Fire Suppression
® Removes 1,000°F in 60 seconds

¢ Eliminates Flames

* Minimizes Water Usage

® Non-Toxic, Non-Corrosive, and Non-Conductive
o Effective against Class A, B, and C Fires

e “Pull the Pin and Throw It In”
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Apparatus & Ambulance Sales
Jeff Horn (308) 550-1511
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Mobile Service Technician
Nick Rodgers (402) 380-5347

Danko Emergency Equipment
109 Ash Street & 302 E. 4th Street

Snyder, NE Suppressall.com

Learn more about these new products at www.danko.net or Call Toll Free: 866-568-2200
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High winds keep
Beresford busy

The high winds on Monday,
September 30, kept the
Beresford Fire Department
busy. The wind may

have rekindled a couple of
fires from the week befare.
They assisted Alcester

Fire with a bale fire in the
morning. They responded
to a semi-truck loaded with
corn that rolled over around
2 p.m. and were called to an
outbuilding fire around 5 p.m.
later that day. Submitted by
Chief Tarz Mullinix.
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Worthing FD Adds New Tools

The Worthing Community Fire
Department was awarded a grant
from the Lennox Community
Fund to purchase two electric
vehicle plugs earlier this fall. These
tools are essential with the rise in
popularity of electric vehicles and
Worthing FD’s large coverage of
South Dakota Interstate 29.

Electric vehicle plugs are used
to disable the car from movement
by plugging into the charging port
as electric vehicles can’t move
when they are being charged. In
this case, the EV will “think” it is
being charged, therefore disabling
movement.

Worthing FD’s addition of these
two EV Plugs will allow them to
disable EVs from moving when
they are involved in car accidents.
This safety measure will not only
help protect patients but also first

Two Electric Vehicle (EV) Plu

s funded via a grant from the

responders on the scene such as law
enforcement, ambulance staff and
firefighters.

This summer, two firefighters,
Justin Appel (Fire Chief) and Abby
Jensen attended a course offered
at SD State Fire School to learn
best firefighting tactics when EVs
are involved in accidents. After
attending the course, they agreed
EV plugs were a pertinent safety
measure WCFD needed.

“It is a tool we hope to never
have to use...but with the growing
presence of EVs on the interstate
it is only a matter of time,” stated
WCFD Chief Justin Appel at a fire
meeting. The Worthing Community
Fire Department is very grateful
to be awarded the grant funding to
make this purchase possible from
the Lennox Community Fund.

Lennox Community Fund to the Waorthing Community Fire

Department.

WATER &

ICE RESCUE

From floatation coats, bib pants, and bomber jackets
to ice rescue suits and inflatable rapid deployment
rafts, let us help you get the gear and equipment your
department needs to ensure safe water and ice rescues.

(D)Firstw tch

CJNORTHERN D VER

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
800-223-0792 - mtfiresafety.com

-

Wofthlng firefighters picltured from left to.right in the front row: Chief Justin Appel, Nick Abbas,
Andg Hinrickson and Amy Fischer. Back row: Tiffani Fogelman, Nick Weisenbach, Jeremy

Jaco

UPCOMING EVENTS

Email your Upcoming Event by the 10th of the previous month (ex. Aug. 10 for the September
issue) to jeff@wsouthdakotafirefighter.com . There is no charge.

son, Abby Jensen and Jake Gundvaldson.

Nov. 16-17, 2024: Five Alarm Leadership Conference, fireground in Vermillion.

Dec. 6-8, 2024: South Dakota Fire Chiefs Annual Leadership Conference, Deadwood.
Jan. 10-12, 2025: Rushmore Fire Conference, Box Elder.

Feb. 7-9, 2025: Les Lukert Conference, Kearney, NE.

June 12-14, 2025: South Dakota State Fire School, Watertown.

Sept. 21-25, 2025: NVFC Fall Board meeting, Rapid City.

SOUTH DAKOTA
WILDLAND FIRE

Where to find us online

We are often asked where to find South Dakota
Wildland Fire posts and pictures online.
We appreciate the interest and offer the links below.
Thank you for your support.

* SDWF Website: https://wildlandfire.sd.gov/ "

e Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/southdakotawildlandfire/ “S’?L%ﬁigglé?gé
* SDWF X (formerly Twitter): https://twitter.com/SDWildlandFire (OFFICIAL)”

* SDWF YouTube: www.youtube.com/@southdakotawildlandfire @3_:!_.‘_.,_ -

¢ DPS Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SDPublicSafety
* DPS X (formerly Twitter): twitter.com/SDPublicSafety

https://wildlandfire.sd.gov/hiring.aspx
BSOUTHDAKOTAWILDLANDFIRE
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SDFA OFFIGER REPORTS

I wonder, when we were piking
up customs and habits from other
cultures why we did not pursue
the idea of a siesta? Think about
this, during the hottest part of the
day, you take time off for a nice
meal and little snooze and then
return to work. In those Latin
countries and some Southern Eu-
ropean nations, this is the model
of the day. Then you return at
the end of the day to a nice lei-
surely meal, nothing hurriedly
gulped down. There is an ele-
ment of pacing to the day. Then
there is the firefighter culture,
and the motto: “I’ll sleep when
I’'m dead.” This is not just the
professional firefighter culture;
it extends to the volunteer side.
We answer call in the middle of
the night, return in the wee hours

of the morning, then jump out of
bed when the alarm goes off to
rush to work for our normal shift.
Then rush home for a quick bit
to eat because we have to go to
a school function, church meet-
ing or maybe even training!
Then we fall into bed exhausted
with a promise I will catch up
on sleep on the weekend. Now
I hate to be the bearer of bad
news once again, but the culture
of “T’ll sleep when I am dead”
could mean you will die before
your time! (If you wish you can
try and cancel my subscriptions
to publications like Fire Engi-
neering, but it won’t change the
realities that are out there.) The
reality is that sleep deprivation is
adding to the suicide rate among
first responders! (Now, aren’t

DEPARTED
FIREFIGHTERS

U.S. Fire Administration

Firefighter Fatality
Notification

The following are U.S. Fire Administration Firefighter Fatality
Notifications of firefighters who have died from across the United
States. The South Dakota Fire Service extends its thoughts to the
family and friends of these firefighters.

* KYLE BRINKER, 33, Kansas City, MO, died Sept. 17, 2024.
Kyle was a career firefighter/paramedic with the Kansas City Fire
Department and had attained 11 years of service. On Tuesday, Sept.
17, 2024, Firefighter/Paramedic Kyle Brinker suffered a medical
emergency during a fire department training exercise. He was
immediately transported to the North Kansas City Hospital, where
he was pronounced deceased.

e TIMOTHY HALL, 59, West Sacramento, CA, died Sept. 23,
2024. Timothy was a career firefighter with 18 years of service
with the West Sacramento Fire Department and currently a fire
engineer. On Monday, Sept. 23, 2024, Fire Engineer Timothy Hall
suffered a medical emergency during a fire department training
exercise. He was immediately transported to the hospital where he
was pronounced deceased. Fire Engineer Hall was also a volunteer
member of the Clarksburg Fire Protection District.

* LEON DAVIS, 69, Blackshear, GA, died Sept. 27, 2024. Leon
was a part-time (paid) firefighter with 32 years of service and the
current assistant chief with the Blackshear Fire Department. On
Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, Assistant Chief Leon Davis responded to
the scene of a downed powerline that was on fire. When he was
leaving the incident a tree fell on the cab of his fire department
pickup truck, killing him instantly.

e CALE BODIE, 18, Saluda, SC, died Sept. 27, 2024. Cale was a
probationary volunteer firefighter with less than one year of service
with the Saluda County Fire Service. On Friday, Sept. 27, 2024,
Chief Chad Satcher and Probationary Firefighter Cale Bodie were
responding to a structure fire during Hurricane Helene when a
tree fell on the cab of their fire apparatus. Both were pronounced
deceased at the scene.

e CHAD SATCHER, 53, Saluda, SC, died Sept. 27, 2024. Chad
was a volunteer firefighter with 35 years of service with the Saluda
County Fire Service and the current fire chief. On Friday, Sept. 27,
2024, Chief Chad Satcher and Probationary Firefighter Cale Bodie
were responding to a structure fire during Hurricane Helene when
a tree fell on the cab of their fire apparatus. Both were pronounced
deceased at the scene.

*JASON GOULD, 46, Brockton, MA, died Sept. 8,2024. Jason was
a career firefighter with 12 years of service with the Brockton Fire
Department. On Sunday, June 19, 2016, Firefighter Jason Gould
was rescuing a woman from an apartment fire when his mask was
knocked off. When his mask became dislodged, he took in a large
amount of smoke and suffered lung damage. After his retirement in
2023, Firefighter Gould received two lung transplants. On Sunday,
Sept. 8, 2024, he passed away due to complications from another
lung procedure, directly related to the incident that occurred in
June of 2016.

you glad you opened up this
month’s newspaper?)

What is going on here? Jac-
queline Toomey, who with her
firefighter husband, Sean co-cre-
ated the First Responder Sleep
Recovery Program, decided to
pass along her insights into what
is taking place and why they de-
veloped this program in the first
place. The Toomey’s did not pur-
sue this out of academic interest
(although Jacqueline is immi-
nently qualified to pursue this);
they started learning about sleep
deprivation following the death
of one of Sean’s fellow firefight-
ers, due to suicide! It was in light
of this loss that she makes this
statement: “The burgeoning dis-
cussion within the fire service re-
garding mental health and well-
ness needs to stop making claims
about causes behind mental
health problems and wake up to
the dark, concrete truth beneath
it: sleep loss is taking firefighter
lives.” (Toomey, Fire Engineer-
ing). Talk about hitting us in the
head with a baseball bat! Jacque-
line and Sean are not going to sit
idly by and watch other firefight-
ers die by suicide if they can do
anything about it, and neither
should we! It is time to literally
wake up and listen to what is be-
ing said.

Sadly, suicide as a line of duty
death is not recognized, as line
of duty death. No one wants to
talk about losing a friend, co-
worker to suicide, it often seen as
less than manly, we say, they just
couldn’t take the stress, and other
self-serving comments. Not to
mourn our friend’s death, but to
protect ourselves from the real-
ity that this could be us! The time
has come to deal with a new re-
ality. That reality is that research
is showing that for at least some,
it is not about mental or physical
weakness, rather it is a complex
physiological process resulting
from the impact of chronic sleep
disruption over a career. Stop for
a minute, as [ am regularly asked
why do people suicide?

I have my stock answers about
mental illness and depression,
and that gets me by. However,
now that dig a little deeper, I be-
gin to wonder about other physi-
cal losses, or impacts that could
have led to a suicide! Toomey
doesn’t just wave the “it has been
researched”, she tells us who did
the work. “Researchers from the
Stanford University School of
Medicine published a 10-year
study that found a relationship
between suicide in adults and
sleep disruption. Of 420 partici-
pants, 20 individuals with chron-
ic sleep disturbances committed
suicide during the study.” (I am
sure Google will help you find
this published study.) If this was
a general population study, can
you imagine if this was profes-
sional or even volunteer firefight-
ers. You see, as a professional
firefighter, there are days when
you are not on call, while those
of us on the volunteer side, when
are we not on call?

What is going on here? Toom-
ey lists three major reasons that
sleep deprivation leads to in-
creased risk of suicide. Looking
at my paper, [ am thinking this is
going to be a two-part article, as

this is too important to risk giving
you the wrong impression, so be
sure and come back for part two!

First of all, you have probably
heard of “brain” chemical called
Serotonin. (This is the good brain
chemical.) When people are de-
pressed, we use medications that
either increase your Serotonin or
slow the absorption of Serotonin.
(To be honest I thought this was
produced in our brains, as this
is where that chemical works it
magic.) The reality is that sero-
tonin is produced in our guts!
You know, the stomach, small in-
testine and large intestine. Those
organs we pay little attention too
unless we eat food that is too
spicy, or the flu keep us close to
the porcelain.

Then there is another con-
nection we need to pay atten-
tion to, and that is the brain-gut
connection. You might be say-
ing, hold on, what do you mean
by that. I have taught a process
called Heart Math for several
years, and the principle behind
that is that our hearts and our
brains are more connected than
we think. This process is based
on the premise that our heart
has a “brain” and the heart-brain
connection controls a lot of our
emotional responses. The tool
I teach helps you get your heart
back in sync with your brain to
help you think more logically.
When I read Toomey saying that
serotonin is produced in the gut,
it began to make a lot of sense to
me. (By now you are wondering
if I have really lost my mind...)
However, this is where the sleep
issue comes in.

Once again back to the re-
search, “Researchers at the
Department of Molecular Neu-
robiology at the University of
Groningen, Netherlands, found
that chronic sleep restriction
leads to a gradual and persis-
tent desensitization of serotonin
receptors, lowering its ability
to boost our mood, resulting in
depression.” (Toomey). If that
were not enough bad news, this
neurotransmitter is 80-90 percent
produced the gastrointestinal
tract and when the body experi-
ences the stress of sleep disrup-
tion, the sympathetic (nervous
system, the normal way we pro-
cess life) response halts activity
in the gut, impairing the produc-
tion of this chemical that makes

Email jeff@southdakotafirefighter.com
to get your truck moving fast!

Rodney Veldhuizen, Chaplain

“..we fall into bed exhausted with a
promise | will catch up on sleep on the
weekend. Now | hate to be the bearer of
bad news once again, but the culture of
“I'll sleep when | am dead” could mean you
will die before your time! ...The reality
is that sleep deprivation is adding to the
suicide rate among first responders!”

us feel positive. Extremely low
levels of serotonin are found in
the brains and cerebral spinal
fluid in the bodies of people who
have committed suicide. A little
side note, it is during sleep that
the para-sympathetic nervous
system, (the system that controls
our breathing, heart rate, diges-
tion, all those things we never
think about), is what produces
the serotonin and its accompany-
ing neurotransmitters.

But like that late night com-
mercial there is more! While
we should have learned about
serotonin, there is another brain
chemical that we need to func-
tion, and it is called dopamine.
Dopamine, is a brain chemical
that influences how we experi-
ence pleasure and pain. “But
dopamine is only functional if
it has substantive receptor sites.
Research suggests that lack of
sleep may reduce the number of
dopamine receptors.

According to the Journal of
Neuroscience, this chemical ef-
fect explains changes in behavior
that occur alongside sleep depri-
vation. These changes include
increases in risk-taking behavior,
irrational thoughts, impulsive
choices, and drug relapse. This
type of behavior increases in re-
lation to how sleep deprived an
individual is, giving us a glimpse
into why people may complete
the act of suicide.

When dopamine levels are
low, one may experience com-
plete lack of motivation, apathy,
debilitating fatigue, foggy brain,
addictive behavior, shifty moods,
and memory impairment. Dopa-
mine function plays an impor-
tant role in how you feel, levels
of motivation, and how inter-
personal relationships play out.
“(Toomey.)

If that is not enough to make
you grab a pillow and head for
some shut-eye, then maybe you
have not paid attention. The re-
ality is, this is just one third of
the problems we encounter with
a lack of sleep or sleep depriva-
tion.

Enough for this month. I don’t
know about you, but it is “siesta
time”, so you will have to come
back next month for the wrap up
and what to do about this prob-
lem.

CHAPLAIN RODNEY V.

What's an inch

tall and can move
a fire truck?

A classified ad
) in the South Dakota
Firefighter!
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1936 - 2024

Merlyn Dean Melcher, youngest
child of Gladys (Barkhuff) and
Arthur Melcher,
was born Jan.
23, 1936 at
Gary, SD. He
was brought up
at Porter, MN
and received his
formal education
at Canby, MN,
graduating with
the CHS Class
of 1954. He
then worked
in Porter at a
service  station
and a grain elevator. Merlyn
married Lucille Lozinski on
Dec. 13, 1958 at Canby. In 1959,
they relocated to Brandon, MN
where he continued in the grain
elevator business. In July 1963,
Merlyn began a 34-year span
of managing elevators, first at
the Raymond Co-op elevator in
Raymond, SD. In March 1965,
he, Lucille, and their three
children moved to Java, SD. This
is where Merlyn lived the rest of
his life.

Merlyn retired from
management in 1997. Grain
Elevator management became
the family business as his son,
Mark, managed the elevator
in Java, then McLaughlin, and
currently Pollock and Merlyn
helped him seasonally for several
years. Merlyn was a member of
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church
in Selby where he served many
years on the council and was a
Eucharistic Minister.
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He was a lifetime Moose Lodge
member and was active in the
Java community,
having been
a volunteer
fireman for 27
years, was atown
board member,
and helped with
maintenance

such as snow
removal and
garbage  pick-
up. A favorite
pastime of
Merlyn’s  was
tinkering on cars.

He especially cherished time he
spent with his grandchildren.

Merlyn died Monday morning,
Oct. 7, 2024 at St. Alexius
Medical Center in Bismarck,
ND, having attained the age of
88 years, eight months, and 15
days. Funeral services were held
Monday, Oct. 14, 2024 at St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church in
Selby, SD.

Merlyn is survived by Lucille,
his wife of 65 years; one son, Mark
(Cindy) Melcher of Pollock; two
daughters - Lore Ann (Pat) Wolff
of Rapid City and Susan Marie
(Dean) Dills of Andover, MN;
eight grandchildren; and eight
great- grandchildren.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Arthur, on April
18, 1950; his mother, Gladys,
on Oct. 25, 1969; twin infant
sons; five brothers; two sisters;
and several brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law.

Fallen Firefighters

Memorial Service
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1947 - 2024

Final Alarm

Chief Ronald “Ronnie” Dean
Racicky (ret’d) 3/3/1947—
9/30/2024

New Underwood Volunteer Fire
Department

Retired New Underwood Chief
Ronald “Ronnie” Racicky, of
the New Underwood Volunteer
Fire Department answered his
final alarm on Monday, Sept. 30,
2024.

Chief Ronald “Ronnie”
Dean Racicky (ret’d), was born
on March 3, 1947 to Edward
“Whitey” and Marcil “Tootie”
Racicky in Central City, NE. In
Ronnie’s early years, Whitey’s
construction job led the fam-
ily to New Underwood. When
the job called for another move,
Ronnie at the age of 12 and with
approval from his family decid-
ed to remain here with Gene and
Zella Swanson. In high school
Ronnie was a member of the
New Underwood basketball and
football teams. He also rodeoed,
riding bare backs and bulls and
was a steer wrestling state high
school national qualifier.

After graduating high school,
he enlisted in the U.S. Navy and
volunteered for submarine duty
from 1968-1970 aboard “The
Benjamin Franklin” where Ron-
nie’s nickname was “The Bull”.

He would be under 3 months
and above for 3 months patrol-
ling between Pearl Harbor and
Guam. He was very proud of be-
ing a part of the silent service as
his tattoo read “Run Silent Run
Deep”. After his service he had
a combine and did custom work.

In 1972 he started Racicky
Plumbing and Ditching. In
1990, Ronnie and Joan bought
the historic lumber yard from
Earl Burnham, operating it for

NOVEMBER 2024

Ronald “Ronnie” Dean Racicky

ten years. Ronnie’s hands re-
flected the hard work over the

years.  After
50 years,
he  proudly

watched  his
grandson Jes-
se  continue
with the Rac-
icky Ditching
business.

During his
time in New
Underwood,
he met the
love of his
life Joan Tines
Reichert and
they spent 40
years of their
lives together.
Ronnie welcomed Joan’s chil-
dren DeLynn and Monte with
open arms. From this, a beau-
tiful family was created with
grandkids and great grandkids.
Ronnie was one of the hardest
working men but never missed
an opportunity to spend time
with his family.

Community was a big part of
Ronnie’s life with him serving
50 years with the New Under-
wood Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment with 38 of those years
as Fire Chief. He was a mem-
ber of the American Legion,
United States Submarine Vet-
erans, Western South Dakota
Buckaroos, Saddle Tramp As-
sociation, Boy Scout Troop #29
Leader, New Underwood Labor
Day Committee, Hunter Safety
Course Instructor, and girls’
softball coach. His hobbies in-
cluded hunting, fishing, scuba
diving, Captain of the Bottom
Scratcher Pontoon, and come
branding season you could al-
ways find him with a sharp knife
in his hand.

Ronnie was the recipient
of the 2019 American Red Cross
Gold Award, Good Neighbor
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Award, and the Jefferson Award
from the American Institute for
Public Service.
In 2019, Chief
Racicky was rec-
ognized for his
commitment to the
Fire Service by the
Central States Fair,
Range Days Ro-
deo.

Ronnie is sur-
vived by his wife
Joan, children De-
Lynn Willis (Jim
Stratman) Monte
Reichert  (Loni),
grandkids Marissa
Duprel (Jake),
Lacey Dickschat
(Emmit), Radley
Reichert, Jesse Willis (Bella),
Sadie Tisdale (Jackson), Jordan
Siefers (Kyle), Cassidy Wientjes
(Reese), Great Grandchildren
Abby, Taylee and Kaydee Du-
prel, Addie and Hayes Dicks-
chat, Carter and Noah Tisdale,
and Wilder Wientjes, Sisters
Ann Vaughn (Fred), Ruby Whit-
sitt  (Steve), Joanie Jacobs
(Jake), Brother-in-law Lowell
Fairchild, several nieces and
nephews, and special family
members Marlene Swanson and
Steve Swanson (Laurie). He
will always be remembered for
his handshakes, hugs and be-
ing the best Grandpa and Great
Grandpa ever!

He was preceded in death by
his parents, Whitey and Tootie
and his sister Carolyn Fairchild.

A memorial service was held
on Oct. 4, 2024 at the New Un-
derwood School, 300 E Ash St,
New Underwood, SD 57761
with full fire service and military
honors, to include a emergency
services vehicle line up fol-
lowed by Interment at the New
Underwood Cemetery, New Un-
derwood, SD 57761 Highway
1416.
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PRESIDENT
CHARLIE KLUDT
P.0. Box 606
Viborg, SD 57070
605-326-5072 Home
605-940-1087 Cell
Pres@sdfirefighters.org

VICE PRESIDENT
DON WARD
1202 Union St.,
Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-645-2689 Cell

SECRETARY
SAMARA ERICKSON
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605-940-1795
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Colton, SD 57018
605-446-3980
SEDir@sdfirefighters.org

NORTHEAST
MARK STOKS
901 13th Ave. SW
Aberdeen, SD 57401
605-380-9817 Cell
NEDir@sdfirefighters.org

CENTRAL
RICHARD GEORGE
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Woonsocket SD 57385,
605-461-9190,
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NORTHWEST
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Lemmon, SD 57638
374-5868 Home
222-9702 Cell
NWDir@sdfirefighters.org

BLACK HILLS
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BADLANDS
JASON MOSTERD
526 Franklin St,
Burke, SD 57523
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BLDir@sdfirefighters.org
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PO BOX 33
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SCDir@sdfirefighters.org
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Rapid City, SD 57702
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What Happened?

A few weeks ago, a couple of
fellow firefighters and 1 were
doing a public service project for
several groups of kids varying
in ages from 8-15. We dressed
several of them in different
pieces of our structural gear
and explained how it protects
us. Then told them how much it
costs. “WOW...”

The question was asked, “Is
it hard to become a firefighter?”
And, “How much training do
we have to do to become a
firefighter?

I said how many hours it is and
compared it to days of school. I
explained that one of the basic
things we have to do is get all our
gear on in 60 seconds.

I was not anticipating what
happened next.

As if it was planned, in unison,
several of them said, “Can you
do it!?!”

Of course, my fellow
firefighters laughed and joined
in, “Yeah, Charlie! Can you do

Charlie Kludt, President

“The question was asked, “Is it hard

to become a firefighter?” And, “How
much training

s  become a fireft&;hter?l said how many
hours it is an

of school. | explained that one of the

basic things we have to do is get all

our gear on in 60 seconds. | was not
anticipating what happened next.”

do we have to do to

compared it to days

it!?!”

I have more grey hairs than
years since | was timed doing
this. But, of course, I had to
accept the challenge. Magically,
someone had a stopwatch
available on their phone.

I placed my gear on the ground
in front of me. They agreed to let
me take my shoes off. And with a
loud “GO!” from the kids, I was
off!

Slipped my hood on; stepped
into my boots (I almost tipped
over); pants up; suspenders over
the shoulders; waistline secured
(belly slightly in the way);
swung my coat around and slid
my arms in; buckled up; left
glove on; right glove on; helmet
on, clipped and snugged; Done!

They all looked at the

timer...:46 seconds!
The kids cheered, the adults
laughed, and I didn’t bring it up
again with the other groups. I
was just glad it was less than my
age.

Now, this was all in fun. But it
was a good reminder of getting
back to the basics and what is
needed for your department.

There are plenty of tasks and
duties at an incident.

Not everyone needs to be
on a handline and nozzle. Not
everyone needs to climb ladders
and put on SCBA. Not everyone
needs to carry extrication tools
and cut apart a vehicle.

You do need a safe driver
and good pump operator. You
need traffic control. You need
someone to keep watch over the
incident to make sure it is as safe
as can be.

You also need to document
what went on during the call. The
importance of incident reports.

We’ve all heard, “If it isn’t
documented, it didn’t happen.”

Dispatch will have the initial
incident as it was called into
them and times. But do you
have a local report with more
information and details while
responding and on scene?

Did you notice anything while
responding? Cars or people in
the area?

What did you notice when
you arrived? Smoke color?
Did conditions change? Was
there evidence or something
suspicious? Where did that grass
fire seem to start?

Weather conditions? Were
there skid marks? Did you
unhook a seatbelt?

You may have to have everyone
write down what they did and
what they saw. After you calm
down, you may remember more
details. Gather that information
and tabulate it.

If an investigation takes
place, you may need to provide
more information. Your incident
report might have clues. Perhaps

an investigator will point out
something and have questions
for your crew.

Insurance  companies  may
request information on how
many responders were on scene,
equipment used, and time on
scene to provide payment to a
department.

If you had to go to court,
would your report have enough
information to  help your
department or an investigation?
As mentioned, some incidents
may require more detail.

The 2025 SDFA Membership
dues letter will be coming out
soon. Keep a watch for it in your
department mail and email. We
will be having a few changes and
updated information you will
want to keep on hand coming
out.

I like to think of Thanksgiving
as a time to review the year. To
give thanks for what we were
given, enjoyed, and endured. For
the moments and memories of
who we have, and of those we
had.

Although, I thank God on a
more frequent basis than once
a year for keeping me safe,
healthy, and fulfilled with what
I need, I always enjoy getting
together with family and the
beauty of this time of year. Then
end my thoughts with a smile and
an Amen.

I hope you can do this, as well.

Have a safe and Happy
Thanksgiving.

CHARLIE KLUDT,
President

Thoughts from An
Older Firefighter

What month is this? It’s
November and that means that
winter is truly just around the
corner. I’'m not ready for snow
and cold, but after watching what
so many residents of Florida,
Carolina’s, have gone through
the past couple of months, I’'m
not complaining. Our thoughts
and prayers are with so many
fellow firefighters and their
families.

On a sad note, Father Dan
Juelfs passed away in September.
I realize most of you did not
know Father Dan. Father Dan
was what 1 would like to say
was the first real fire chaplain
we had in Pennington County.
Father Dan was there on so many
fires, to see if the families needed
something or did the firefighters
need a friendly smile. Father Dan
had his own pager, helmet and
even his own pager tones. He
was an important part of many
lives. Rest in peace Father Dan,
your legacy still lives.

If you were one of the lucky
ones who attended the SD
Firefighters Assn. fall conference
in Fort Pierre the last weekend
of September it was great wasn’t
it! Great presentations by Llay
Geist and Dennis Reilly. The
Fall Conference is a little less
structured, terrific opportunity to
visit with other firefighters, talk
to some vendors, enjoy an adult

beverage and just relax. The
Dear Old Timers is always a hoot
to see how so many of us look
just like we did 30 years ago.

Of course, on Saturday
afternoon we held the annual
Fallen Firefighters Memorial
Service. Forty firefighters have
died in the line of duty in South
Dakota. Forty firefighters who
never went home to their families,
loved ones, work or the fire
department. Forty firefighters,
where hundreds said, “we won’t
forget you Brother.” Sadly,
many of those Forty firefighters
have been forgotten. We say
their name, we honor them, we
place a rose in their memory,
the bagpiper and honor guard
remember them, firefighters
stand at attention, flags fly from
aerial trucks. They all honor and
remember. However, too many
don’t.

When 1 wvisit with other
firefighters around the state, the
talk seems to end up discussing
how the number of firefighters
responding to calls has changed.
I remember in years past
departments could provide a crew
for a truck on the many wildland
and forest fires for sometimes
days on end. Nowadays
departments struggle sometimes
to get enough responders to
cover their own calls, let alone
mutual aid for days. As one of
those firefighters who has been
around for a little bit I wonder if
we are setting the right stage for
these newer, younger, and eager

firefighters. If I don’t respond,
are they saying to themselves,
“why should I respond?” Just a
thought.

The 2025 SDFA Membership
dues letters and information will
be coming to you very soon. Take
alook atyourroster, please update
it, PLEASE add all the emails for
your members that have email.
The monthly newspaper will
be going out digitally starting
in January and we must have
their email. Also, there will be a
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Treasurer/Past President

“If you were one of the lucky ones
who attended the SD Firefighters
Assn. fall conference in Fort Pierre
the last weekend of September it was
great wasn't it! Great presentations
by LJay Geist and Dennis Reilly”

%

Denny Gorton,

change in the address you mail
your membership dues to. I am
stepping down as the treasurer
and so the PO BOX 1884 will be
replaced. Check your computer
program and update it to reflect
this new address, which will be
noted in a mailing.

With that I’ve rambled way
too long. Be safe, take care
of yourself and those most
important to you.

DENNIS GORTON
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CLASSIFIED ADS FOR THE SOUTH DAKOTA
FIREFIGHTER NEWSPAPER
Classified ads run $10 for the first 10 words, and 25 cents a word after
that. A photo is $10 additional. Rates are the same in each state (lowa,
Minnesota, South Dakota, Nebraska and Kansas). Email the ad to jeff@
southdakotafirefighter.com to place your personal or departmental ads.



SDFA OFFIGER REPORTS

The 2024 Fall Conference is in
the books. I would like to thank
everyone that took part in the
events. After the conference,
the board discussed fire school
classes. Instructor  contracts
will be sent out shortly and
it’s looking like a great lineup
for 2025 State Fire School in
Watertown (June 12-14).

A common question I hear is
how we choose classes for fire
school. The day after fire school
has ended, the board meets to
discuss the following year. We
go through the list of classes and
class attendance. We try to bring
back classes that are popular. This
is why you see the same classes

year after year - if it fills up, there
is an obvious interest and need
for it. We try to schedule some
classes multiple years in a row
so everyone gets a chance to take
them. We also talk to instructors
to see if they can tweak a class
to freshen it up and/or make it
more relevant. With the new
online class evaluations, we can
easily read the comments and
scores and helps us determine
if we bring a class back. We
thank everyone that filled out the
evaluations and yes, we do read
them.

Last summer we started
advertising on social media
for instructors. This has been

successful with interest from not
only South Dakota instructors
but from instructors across the
country. We will be integrating
some of these classes in the
2025 State Fire School. Keep in
mind we try to have classes for
all levels of firefighter, from the
newest to the seasoned veterans.

The board attempts to have
all classes finalized by our
January meeting. This gives us
time to determine the schedule,
develop the booklets, create the
registration form, and manage
last minute changes. The March
board meeting is the time for
finishing touches to the schedule
as well as a trip to Lake Area
Tech shortly before the school to

SDFA AUXILIARY REPORT

The Auxiliary Board was hard at
work during the Fall Fire Con-
ference. We are starting to think

(2024 SDFA )
AUXILIARY
BOARD

PRESIDENT
TONI SCHMIDT
Tea

VICE PRESIDENT
CARMEN KAST
Alcester
TREASURER

CHERYL ANDERSON
Belle Fourche

SECRETARY
COURTNEY WALKER
Sturgis

DIRECTORS:
HOLLY BAUER
Whitewood

AMY HORN

k Brandon )

about next year for both mem-
berships and State Fire School.
I think we will have an exciting
schedule put together for the
wives who attend fire school.
Also, keep an eye out for an email
to renew your Auxiliary member-
ship. Memberships can be com-
pleted either through the mail, or
online at sdfirefighters.org .
Whenever different auxiliaries
get together it is always interest-
ing to see the differences between
the departments and what each
group accomplishes. While it is
nice to use other auxiliaries as a
way to brainstorm new ideas, it
is important to remember that not
all auxiliaries can, or should, be
the same. At one time, members
of the State Board put together a
list of suggestions for starting an
Auxiliary, which are helpful both
from starting or revitalizing an
Auxiliary.
1) Talk with the department
Chief to find out if the depart-

HAY BALE STACK CATCHES FIRE
SOUTH OF WEBSTER

An all-fleet response by the
Webster Fire Department was
required Oct. 4 when a hay bale
fire was reported south of Web-
ster.

Wes Hoven, assistant fire chief
with the Webster Fire Depart-
ment, said all six trucks were
taken to the fire which was called
in about 4:50 p.m. About a dozen
fire- men also attended. Hoven
said the windy day was of utmost
concern when the fire report
came in but he said the situation
unfolded in a draw where the
area was more protected from the
wind.

Fewer than a dozen large
round hay bales were lost in the
ordeal, according to Hoven, who
said the bales had been put up
about a month prior. He said the
property owner was moving the
bales when they noticed smoke
coming from the stack. By the
time the department arrived on
scene, the owner had removed
several bales and covered them

with silage to prevent the flames
from spreading.

Hoven said crews continued
separating the stack to ensure
there were no more hot spots
and even unrolled a few bales
which developed into flames as
they were being removed from
the stack to put out the fire. Fire-
men were on the scene approxi-
mately two hours. The incident
took place at a farm along 428A
Avenue, 13 miles southwest of
Webster.

Also over the weekend, fire-
men in Webster responded to two
false alarms caused by a water
outage in town. The department
was dispatched to Heritage Vil-
lage and Bethesda Home first,
then later to Mereen-Johnson
Oct. 5. At each location, the
alarm system had been triggered
by the low water pressure.

(Webster Reporter and Farm-
er, Webster, Oct. 14, 2024, writ-
ten by Amanda Dulitz, staff writ-
er,)

ment wants an auxiliary, and
if so what the department’s
expectations of the auxiliary
would be.

2) Consider what criteria you
will have for members, and
then reach out to potential
members.

3) Discuss and define the pur-
pose of the auxiliary: Is it fire
education and awareness, to
help local firefighters, or an-
other purpose?

4) Set up the formalities: You
will need to elect officers, and
set up a Constitution and By
Laws.

5) Funds: How will the auxilia-
ry raise funds, and what will
they be used for?

6) State Auxiliary Membership:
Will it be mandatory or en-
couraged within your auxil-

iary?
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assign rooms and meet with our
Watertown partners. This entire
process takes board members
many  hours, emails, and
phone calls. I need to mention
that Mike Jones from the fire
marshal’s office works closely
with the board and is a huge help
coordinating and communicating
with the instructors.

There is so much more that

Remember, the State Auxil-
iary Board is happy to help dis-
cuss any of these points further
with you if you are working on
developing your auxiliary. We
have plenty of ideas for fund-
raising, different methods of in-
volvement both with the depart-
ment and community, meals, and
much more.

Also, just a helpful reminder of
some important upcoming dates:

NOV 3, 2024 Fall Back - set
clocks back an hour and change
the batteries in your smoke alarm

NOV 16-17, 2024 FIVE

Rick George,

Central District Director

“The board discussed fire school
classes. Instructor contracts will be
sent out shortly and it’s looking like a
great lineup for 2025 State Fire School
in Watertown (June 12-14).”

goes into putting on the fire
school but in the end, it is worth
it. If you have an idea for a class
that you would like to see, feel
free to contact me or be sure to list
it on your survey. But remember,
the process starts early.

RICK GEORGE,
Central District Director

sica Carmichael, Auxiliary

ut for an email to renew your Auxiliary
Memberships can be completed either
mail, or online at sdfirefighters.org ”

ALARM LEADERSHIP-From
the Firehouse to the Fireground
in Vermillion

DEC 6-8, 2024 SD Fire Chiefs
Annual Leadership Conference
in Deadwood

JAN 10-12, 2025 Rushmore
Fire Conference in Box Elder

JUN 12-14, 2025 State Fire
School in Watertown

SEPT 21-25, 2025 NVFC Fall
Board Meeting in Rapid City

JESSICA CARMICHAEL,
SDFA Auxiliary

macqueengroup.com

Supporting Those Who Protect and Serve

Partnering with Communities Across South Dakota

MacQueen is dedicated to partnering with industry-leading brands that
share our commitment to quality, customer service and innovation to
help protect firefighters and emergency response teams.

Contact your local MacQueen representative

to learn what solutions are best for you!

©2024 MacQueen Equipment, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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FROM THE DOT...

Photos from the Dear Old Timers and Fall Conference Social.
The Dear Old Timers (DOTs) get together as a social group

to reminisce and enjoy an evening of socializing. DOT members
donate annual dues to theSDFA Scholarship fund. Each year
they take group photos in accordance to the number of years
they have been in the fire service, couples,and families. And
the”Fire School Brats” that have been coming to fire events
since they were kids.

25 to 30 years

30 to 34 years The Cronins
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NVEC Holds Fall Conference & Meetings in Kansas City, MO

The National Volunteer Fire
Council (NVFC) Board of Direc-
tors held its annual fall confer-
ence and meeting on September
18-20 in Kansas City, MO.

The board gathers as a whole
twice a year to conduct Council
business, guide the strategic di-
rection of the organization, and
vote on matters before the board.
Among those in attendance were
64 directors from 41 states, in-
cluding South Dakota Director
Charlie Kludt.

The three-day agenda includ-
ed committee meetings, guest
speakers, general and executive
sessions, activities, and a special
election. The following are the
fall meeting highlights.

COMMITTEES MEETINGS

Many NVFC committees met
during the fall meeting, along
with the Council’s EMS/Res-
cue Section. The NVFC has 19
committees that steer the Coun-
cil’s direction in critical areas

including health, safety, and
training; wildland; standards and
codes; recruitment and reten-
tion; hazmat response; and more.
Kludt serves as vice-chair of the
NVEFEC Wildland Fire committee,
and as member of NFPA Stan-
dards and Codes committee.

The NVFC’s OSHA Task
Force also provided an update
on the proposed Emergency Re-
sponse Standard. For more infor-
mation on this standard, visit the
NVEFC landing page.

BOARD ACTIONS

During a special election, Reid
Vaughan (AL) was elected to the
position of Second Vice Chair,
and Joseph Maruca (MA) was
elected to the Executive Com-
mittee. Regular elections will be
held in the spring of 2025.

In addition, NVFC Chair Steve
Hirsch presented Maruca and
OSHA Task Force Chair David
Denniston with the Chairman’s
Award in recognition for their

work in addressing the proposed
OSHA Emergency Response
Standard and raising awareness
to OSHA, Congress, responders,
and the public of the impact this
standard would have on the vol-
unteer fire service.

The board voted to make the
New Mexico State Fire Marshals
Office a state member of the
NVEFC. State members have the
ability to appoint up to two direc-
tors to the NVFC. With this addi-
tion, the NVFC will now have 48
states represented on its board of
directors.

The board also voted to add
the Honoring Fallen Heroes Act
to the NVFC’s legislative priori-
ties. This act would provide Pub-
lic Safety Officer Benefits for
exposure-related cancer.

GUEST SPEAKERS

On September 19, the board
heard a panel discussion on
“Railway Safety and Volunteer
Fire Departments: Best Practices

Oregon Patch Request

I received a phone call from Bob
Brooks and he told me his story.
He was hoping for the contact
phone for each South Dakota
fire department. I explained we
don’t share that info, but I would
put his letter in our monthly
newspaper. Here’s his letter, if
you are so inclined to send him
your department patch, I’'m sure
he would be ecstatic. Thank you,
Denny Gorton

I so apologize for getting this
out to you quicker. It was great to
talk with you. I want to thank
you for your support of the
Oregon Fire Service Museum
and Learning Center. The
doors to the newly built fire
museum in Salem, OR were
opened about 6 months ago. As
I shared, I have been asked if I
would like to put my collection
of nearly 15,000 U.S. fire patches
in the Oregon Fire Museum for

folks to see and enjoy; what
a privilege it is to represent so
many fire organizations across
America.

I retired from the City of
Albany Fire Department about
12 years ago as a Deputy Fire
Marshal. On June 22, 2011, just
prior to my retirement in 2013,
I was able to display my entire
fire patch collection at the Linn
County Fair Grounds in Albany
for the purpose of breaking the
current Guinness Book of World
Record being held in Spain. It
took over 70 tables to display
them all. Fast forward, over the
last 12 years of retirement [ added
another 6,000 fire department
patches to the collection (and
it continues to grow). On Aug.
4th, 2023, I returned to the Linn
County Fair Grounds, and with
196 tables full of fire patches
from all over the United States,

I broke my old record. The new
world record has now been
recognized by Guinness and
officially stands at 14,095 fire
patches.

The collection was open
to the public both times and
officially counted and now the
collection is shown and recorded
in the Guinness Book of World
Records as the World’s largest
fire patch collection on record;
you can see that by typing in
Google and then Albany Oregon
Fire Patch Collection. It is a
5-6-minute video of the event
that broke the previous world
record held in Spain for 20 years.
In a very short time, [ will be able
to share the video for my second
world record.

I would so much appreciate if
you would allow me 1 or 2 new
patches fromyourfiredepartment.
My goal is to represent every Fire

and Collaborative Solutions,”
which highlighted ways railroads
and volunteer fire departments
can work together to better pre-
pare for and respond to railway
incidents. Facilitated by the
NVFC’s Ryan Woodward, the
panel included Bob Clatterbuck
of NTSB, Andy Elkins of the
Association of American Rail-
roads, Derek Lampkin of BNSF
Railway, and Lane A. Sekavec of
Union Pacific Railroad.

MacKenzie Pfeiffer gave a
power presentation on Septem-
ber 20 titled “Breaking the Stig-
ma: Embracing Mental Health
and Self Care.” Drawing on her
own personal heartbreak, Pfeiffer
delved into why mental health is
important in the fire service, the
impact stigma has on individuals
and communities, self-care strat-
egies to improve mental wellbe-
ing, and guidance to create per-
sonal action plans for individuals
and departments.

Tom Jenkins of UL Fire Safety

Department in the USA. This is
an incredible collection of fire
service history; it represents both
current and obsolete departments
from all over. Because of your
support and others, I am able
to represent the American fire
service in a very powerful way.
Thank you again for your
support. I am really looking

Research Institute provided an up-
date on the status of the National
Emergency Response Information
System (NERIS), which will re-
place NFIRS by the end of 2025..

SPONSORS

The NVFC thanks the fall meet-
ing sponsors for their support:
Anheuser-Busch Foundation,
BNSF Railway, Clarion Fire &
Rescue Group, Columbia South-
ern University, ESIP, Firefighters
Association of Missouri, Nation-
al Fire Protection Association,
OnStar, Provident, Tesla, Tractor
Supply Company, and Wendell’s
Mint.

NEXT MEETING

The 2025 Spring NVFC confer-
ence will be held in Alexandria,
VA, on May 8-10.

The 2025 NVFC Fall Con-
ference will be hosted in Rapid
City, SD by the South Dakota
Firefighters Association on Sep-
tember 20-22, 2025.

forward to the shoulder patches.

We do have a story to
tell......... and your patch is just
the beginning!!!

BOB BROOKS,

147 Otter Way North,
Keizer, Oregon 97303
Retired Albany FD - DFM
Board of Director

- Oregon Fire Museum

ACTION PHOTOS
NEEDED!

jeff@southdakotafirefighter.com
along with information to explain the photo.

YOU SHOULD HAVE YOUR DEPARTMENT FEATURED!

Submitter’'s Name

Department Name:

Submitter’s Phone #
Total Number of Members:

Year Department Established:

Just fill out the attached form and send it back with a group photo and we'll feature
your department in an upcoming issue of the South Dakota Firefighter Newspaper.

# Ambulance

#Volunteer ______________ # Paid
# FiresPeryear __________ # Rescue/Extrication Calls Per Year ____
#Pumpers _________ #Tankers ____________ # Rescue

Names in picture: (on separate form please)

Please type the names as they appear in the photo. For best reproduction,
please send or e-mail the actual photo and not o photocopy or scanned copy.

PO Box 122, Humboldt, IA 50548
E-mail to: jeff@southdakotafirefighter.com
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O
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B Mail to: South Dakota Firefighter Newspaper,
O
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|

Officer’s Name:

Is Your Dept. Fire & EMS Combined?

Other:

Office:
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Whitewood students visit the station

. R Whitewood Volunteer Fire Department enjoyed the Whitewood
Elementary students. Grades kindergarten through second

grade came to the fire department and learned about fire
prevention, got goodie bags and even got to be on the fire hose
and spray water. Submitted by Holly Bauer.

thermal
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Your equipment specialists, since 1945.

S (] = Wheeled
Exclusive regional dealer. CSPa e Comch’

YOUR SINGLE SOURCE APPARATUS /SERVICE / EQUIPMENT RO G R B
GRAIN VALLEY | 1330 NW Jefferson St. - Grain Valley, MO 64029 - P800-568-2403

ST. LOUIS | 10403 Baur Blvd., Ste. E - Olivette, MO 63132 - P314-396-9745

CARROLL | 113 N. Griffith Rd. - Carroll, IA 51401 - P712-792-3143

POWER DAM

ROAD FIRE
SCORCHES
15,000+ ACRES

On Thursday, Sept. 12, a fire started
a couple miles northwest of White
River, S.D. The fire rapidly spread
north encouraged by high winds
gusting to 50 mph from the south.
The grassfire took down power
poles in Mellette County and
blazed through livestock operations
prompting evacuations and ranchers
hauling their cattle to safety.

By Friday a Facebook post from
Jones County Emergency Manage-
ment stated, “Please keep your eyes
peeled at the fire south of town, it
is moving quickly and will probably
be in our county soon. Be prepared.”

Volunteer firefighting depart-
ments came from surrounding com-
munities to help battle the fire; Mel-
lette, Jones, Lyman, Tripp, Mission,
Parmelee, Rosebud Sioux Tribe,
and BIA Forestry & Wildland Fire
Management - Rosebud Agency.
As the fire blazed on south of the
Big White River, the town of Oka-
ton and several ranches south of the
White River were evacuated. Bel-
videre, Murdo, and residents along
Interstate 90 were informed to be
prepared to evacuate.

Facebook and other social media
outlets were alight with offers of
help for those in or near the path of
the fire. Many individuals and busi-
nesses volunteered to help move
livestock or take in pets. Both White
River and Murdo quickly started a
base station where residents and
businesses could donate or make
food and drop off water/drinks to
sustain the crew of firefighters and
others battling the blaze. Surround-
ing communities, Kadoka, Presho,
Winner, and others, also donated
food, gas, and drink.

Crews began to get control of
the fire on Friday. By Monday the
fire was out and firefighters were
monitoring hotspots. The fire flared
through a little over 15,000 acres.
The cause was still under investiga-
tion at the time of newspaper print.

(Murdo Coyote, Murdo, Sept. 19,
2024; written by Krisanna Thomas,
staff writer.)




Black Hills National Forest Enters Stage II
Fire Restrictions

Black Hills National Forest Su-
pervisor Shawn Cochran has
signed a Stage 2 Fire & Smoking
Restrictions Special Order for
the Black Hills National Forest
in South Dakota & Wyoming,
effective Friday Oct. 4, 2024,
through Dec. 25, 2024, unless
rescinded.

The purpose of this Order is to
protect public health, safety, and
natural resources by preventing
wildfires during a period of ex-
treme fire danger. Stage 2 fire re-
strictions prohibit the ignition of
any fire, campfire, charcoal bar-
becue, or grill, unless the device
is solely fueled by liquid gas that
can be turned on and off.

Western SD and eastern WY
are in a period of drought fore-
casted to increase in intensity.
Fuels are extremely dry and
susceptible to wildfire outbreak.
Implementing Stage 2 Fire re-
strictions allows the public to
recreate in the Black Hills Na-
tional Forest while still enacting
preventative measures to reduce
the risk of human caused wild-
fires.

“Persistent long-term drought
conditions, combined with the
lack of moisture, have dramati-
cally increased the fire danger,”
said Scott Jacobson, Black Hills
National Forest Public Affairs
Officer. “Conditions are ripe for
large fire potential, so people
need to be extremely careful in

MULTIPLE DEPARTMENTS RESPOND

the Forest.”

SPECIAL ORDER 118
PROHIBITIONS INCLUDE:

1. Building, maintaining, at-
tending, or using a fire,
campfire, charcoal barbecue,
or grill, unless the device is
solely fueled by liquid gas
that can be turned on and off
(this includes in developed
Forest Service campgrounds
and picnic areas).

2. Smoking, except within an
enclosed vehicle or building.

3. Operating or using any inter-
nal or external combustion
engine (e.g. chainsaw, gen-
erator, ATV) without a spark
arresting device properly in-
stalled, maintained and in ef-
fective working order.

4. Welding or operating an acet-
ylene or other torch with an
open flame.

5. Using an explosive. This
includes but is not limited
to fuses, blasting caps, fire-
works, rockets, exploding tar-
gets, tracers, and incendiary
ammunition.

6. Possessing or using a motor
vehicle off National Forest
Service roads, except when
parking in an area devoid of
vegetation within 10 feet of
the motor vehicle.

7. Violating South Dakota
Codified Laws (SDCL) §

NORTH OF GLAD VALLEY

Fire departments from nearly a
dozen area communities turned
out to fight a grass fire north of
Glad Valley on Saturday eve-
ning, Oct. 5, that was fueled by
high winds.

Crews from Glad Valley, Lem-
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Fedora FD receives grant

mon, Bison, Grand River, Kel-
dron, Morristown, Isabel, Timber
Lake, Dupree, Eagle Butte, and
the BIA battled the blaze, which
burned about 300 acres.

The fire occurred just prior
to the Glad Valley Fire Depart-
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34-35-15 (Black Hills For-
est Fire Protection District:)
https://sdlegislature.gov/
Statutes/34-35-15 and/or
Wyoming Statute 35-9-301
concerning burning, fires or
which is for the purpose of
preventing, or restricting the
spread of fires.

EXEMPTIONS INCLUDE:

1. Persons with Forest Service
Permit No. FS-7700-48 (Per-
mit for Use of Roads, Trails,
or Areas Restricted by Regu-
lation or Order), specifically
exempting them from this
Order or a written determina-
tion by a Forest Service au-
thorized officer that a permit
is not required.

2. Any Federal, State, or Local
Officer, or member of an or-
ganized rescue or firefighting
resource in the performance
of an official duty.

For a digital version of this Or-
der and map, go to https://www.
fs.usda.gov/detail/blackhills/
ces/?cid=STELPRDB5117120.

For more information on the
Black Hills National Forest,
visit http://www.fs.usda.gov/
blackhills, follow the Forest on
Facebook:https://www.face-
book.com/blackhillsnf or Twit-
ter: https://twitter.com/BlackH-
illsNF.

TO GRASS FIRE

ment’s annual  Appreciation
Supper. The meal went on as
planned; however, raffle prize
drawings were postponed until a
date to be determined.

(Timber Lake Topic, Timber
Lake, Oct. 10, 2024)
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Fire and Iron Station 49 of Mitchell presented a check to the Fedora Fire Department for $3,500.
They applied for a cash grant and were selected as a winner. They were able to purchase safety
gear. Every year, Fire and Iron raise money at their Ride for Responders event and a portion of
that money goes to a fire department in Eastern South Dakota. Keep an eye out for next year’s
application so your department can have a chance to receive some money.
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Black Hills
Fire Protection District
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Deadwood residential fire

Firefighters spent more than six hours fighting a blaze at 476
Williams St. in the early hours of the marning, Friday, Sept. 27.
A smoke alarm alerted occupants of the house in time for them
to escape the blaze with no tnjuries. One firefighter received
minor injuries. The fire was reported at about 2:17 a.m. and the
cause of the fire is under investigation. The Lead-Deadwood
School District cancelled classes at the elementary school early
Friday morning, out of concern about the air quality from the
fire. The house fire was located directly behind Lead-Deadwood
Elementary School. The Deadwood Volunteer Fire Department
was assisted by the Lead Volunteer Fire Department, Spearfish
Fire Department, Whitewood Volunteer Fire Department, Dead-
wood Police Department, Deadwood Public Works, Lawrence
County DlsEatch Center, Lawrence County Emergency Manage-
ment, Black Hills Energy, Montana Dakota Utilities, and the
Lead-Deadwood Maonument Health Ambulance. Story and photo
by Wendy Pitlick, Black Hills Pioneer.
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HUMBOLDT

HUMBOLDT FIRE DEPT

Ford F550
WATERAX BB-4 Pump
400 gal. G3Fire Copoly Tank
Thunderstruck Bumper
TFT Tornado Front Bumper Monitor
Whelen Light Package
Scotty Foam System
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WHEN PROTECTION MEANS EVERYTHING.

lLILAN

HEIMAN FIRE
Contact your Heiman Fire Gonsultant for more info!

Eastern South Dakota Central & Eastern South Dakota Western South Dakota
605.530.8210 605.254.1791 605.769.0376
chrishornitzeheimanfire.com jimheuer@heimanfire.com briangeheimanfire.com

View Trucks & Shop for Fire Equipment online at “ H H M AN H R Eco M




